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ROBERT INDIANA

Biography, Bibliography, Exhibitions

Biography

Robert Indiana (born Robert Clarke) was born on September 13, 1928, in New Castle, Indiana, and
studied at the Chicago Art Institute, the Muson/Williams/Proctor Art Institute and the College of Art
at the University of Edinburgh. After moving to New York in the 1950s, he became one of the main
figures of the Pop Art movement, alongside Andy Warhol, Roy Lichtenstein, Claes Oldenburg, Tom

Wesselmann and James Rosenquist.

Indiana’s first signature work is “LOVE”, an internationally recognized masterpiece, now in the
collection of the major international museum such as MoMA (Museum of Modern Art), The Whitney

Museum of American Art and The Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York.

“HOPE”, the sequel of “LOVE”, was created in 2008 and was used to support Barack Obama’s
presidential campaign. Since 2009, a monumental “Hope” has been set in Times Square. In 2010 the

Today Show aired an in-depth monography on the artist.

Indiana developed the Hope message also in the serigraphs “Four Seasons of Hope”, created for the
Four Seasons restaurant in New York, where his iconic bright colours were substituted by paler

shading, mimicking the different colours of the seasons.

Socially and politically involved throughout his career, Indiana raised funds for many causes, among

which social rights, educations, health and the arts.

Between November and December 2012, Indian exhibited his works in New York at the Waterhouse

& Dodd Gallery and in Venice at the Galleria d’Arte Contini.

In 2013, The Munson-Wiliams-Proctor Arts Institute, where Indiana studied, organized a travelling

retrospective titled “Robert Indiana A-Z”, while the Indianapolis Art Museum arranged an exhibition
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of his prints. John Kelly realized a theatre production based on the life of Indiana, which was shown

at the Metropolitan Museum of Art.

Betweeen September 2013 and January 2014, The Whitney Museum of American Art in New York
organized the retrospective “Robert Indiana: Beyond Love”. Curated by Barbara Haskell, the
exhibition was centered on the series with which Indiana interrogates the world on fundamental
guestions, such as love, death, sin and forgiveness, suggesting a new interpretation to the

ambiguities of the American Dream and of the multiethnic society.

Robert Indiana died in Vinalhaven, off the cost of Maine, on 19 May 2018.
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