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Biography

Fabio Aguzzi (Milano, March 14, 1953 — Vidigulfo, December 31, 2016) is born in Milan in 1953.

In Vidigulfo, in the Pavian countryside, Fabio comes to know and plays with canvases, brushes,
paints: his father Lino is passionate about art and a painter by hobby. The first turning-point
comes at eight years of age: Fabio inherents kit from a relative. “With those old brushes which had
lived and told the tale of the life and emotions of that old painter, | painted my first portraits and
landscapes”.

He has the full approval of his father, who exhibits his son’s paintings in a coffee house in Pavia, a
favourite haunt among local painters.

How could anyone believe that those portraits and landscapes were of a small boy? And here was
the challenge: Fabio in the backroom of the coffee house, busy making reproductions of flowers,
right under the critical gaze of the older painters.

The way is already paved: after he attends a Fine Arts high school and then the Accademia di
Brera.

He studies sculpture with Alik Cavaliere and painting with Vincenzo Ferrari. And there is, above all,
the studio life he experiences as assistant to Annibale Biglione, “I, tried to the figurative, and he,
informal. A painter who taught me that one brushstroke too many can ruin everything”.

It’s the Sixties. Fabio Aguzzi is a teacher and painter. Then come the first exhibitions. His first
paintings bear the mark of surrealism, passing by way of American hyperrealism “with its precise
drawings, with its cold light”.

He paints landscapes of Lombardy, still-life’s in the style of Cotan, Spaniard active in the beginning
of the Seventeeth century, and a large series of portraits and self-portraits which pique the
interest of Ettore Gian Ferrari. But Aguzzi doesn’t give in to temptation.

His home — shared with his mother Assunta — and his studio are still in Vidigulfo. He works in the
attic. A large space with white walls and ceiling, where the easel is hidden by white sheets.

Nineteen ninety-one is a fondamental year for Aguzzi, the year of the second major turning point.
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Stefano Contini, who has read his letters and seen photos of his work, invites him to Mestre. And
one afternoon in September the gallery owners meets this Pavian artist, tall, with a rough voice
and a moustache, wearing a sweater and tie and eyeglasses.

The year after, Contini introduces “his” new artist at his gallery in Asiago. In the show are works
inspired by Venice, a sacred place for Fabio Aguzzi, “the city where time advances slowly and
thanks to this one can find there the atmosphere of mixed light that Turner found”.

Light is an obsession for this painter from Vidigulfo : “The real theme of my work is light, the
subject interests me, | dissect it an examine all its parts but it’s also a pretext to use light, to make
paintings”. This same light can be found in Aguzzi’s works in the following shows: in the baskets —
“which | see as a wave of feelings” -, in the armchairs, in the toys, in the little objects, painted to

rediscover the residing-places of the imagination.
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