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July 30th-August 30th, 2026

We are pleased to announce the opening of Emporion, a solo exhibition by Andrea Valleri curated by
Marianna Savrami, on July 30th, 2026, at 7:00 PM at the Archaeological Museum of Patras. The opening
event will be accompanied by a presentation by Giorgio Kakavas, Honorary Director General of
Contemporary Culture at the Ministry of Culture of Greece. The exhibition will remain open to the public
until August 30th, 2026.

Inspired by Andrea Valleri's profound connection to Greece and its cultural heritage, Emporion takes its title
from the ancient Mediterranean emporia, crossroads of trade, exchanges, and relationships that, according
to classical tradition, were under the protection of Hermes, messenger of the gods and patron of merchants.
From this idea emerges an itinerant exhibition project conceived to travel through some of the major
European cities that, over the centuries, have been key nodes in the Mediterranean’s commercial and
cultural networks: Patras, the first stop on this journey, but also Venice, Monte Carlo, Marseille, Nice, Antibes,
and finally Catalonia with Empuries, L'Escala, Castellé d'Empuries, and Ciutadella de Roses.

The Archaeological Museum of Patras, the second most important museum in Greece after the one in Athens,
represents, within the framework of this project, a natural habitat for Andrea Valleri’s works, and a privileged
setting for exploring the past and offering new interpretations of it.

The works on display, both paintings and sculptures, offer continuous references to antiquity and mythology,
which the artist reinterprets through a contemporary language, in which iridescent colours, geometric
structures and elements borrowed from Pop Art are incorporated within classically inspired compositions.
In this process of redefining antiquity, travel and exchange are the absolute protagonists of the exhibition,
conceived as fundamental principles that have shaped the history not only of the Mediterranean but of
humanity as a whole.

The project is realised with the support of Olympian Land, the Region of Western Greece, the Honorary
Consulate of Greece in Venice, and the Hellenic Institute of Byzantine and Post-Byzantine Studies in Venice.
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Biography

Andrea Valleri was born in Venice on December 14th, 1959. After classical high school studies, he graduated
in philosophy in 1985. Venetian by birth and Greek by adoption, he began his teaching career as a native
Italian lecturer in Athens. Since 1989, he has taught philosophy at the Cavanis Institute in Venice.

Over the course of over twenty years of exhibitions, Andrea Valleri has forged an artistic path between Italy
and Greece, presenting his works in museums and cultural institutions in both countries. Since 2019, he has
collaborated with the Contini Art Gallery. Among the most significant exhibitions in recent years are
Ermeneutica - La Vittoria del Classico (2019), held at the Teatro Duni in Matera; Palingenesi (2021), at the
Bevilacqua La Masa Foundation in Venice; Venetia Classica Byzantium (2022), hosted by the same institution
in collaboration with the Epigraphic Museum and the Byzantine and Christian Museum of Athens; Teorema
(2023), at the Archaeological Museum of Pythagoreum, Samos; and Pelagos (2023) at the Byzantine Museum
of Pythagoreum, also on Samos.

One of the artist’s favorite themes is Greek culture, which recurs primarily in the choice of subjects, and
which Valleri perceives as the ideal semantic matrix of the entire Western tradition. In the artist’s works, a
contemporary language rooted in Pop Art is thus placed at the service of a more complex investigation, in
which historical memory, classical iconographies, myth, philosophy, reality and the present interact. The
viewer is therefore almost invited to play a game of discovering these references, gradually unveiling the
deeper meaning of the work.

Exhibition opening hours

From July 30th, 2026 to August 30th, 2026
Monday — Sunday: 8:00 a.m. —8:00 p.m.
Free admission

Archaeological Museum of Patras

New National Road Patras—Athens

Patras, Greece

tel. +30 2613616100, +30 2613616177
efaacha@culture.gr

For further information:

Contini Art Gallery

San Marco 2288 — Calle Larga XXII Marzo, Venice
venezia@continiarte.com

www.continiarte.com
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