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AN HOMAGE TO IGOR MITORAJ 

                                                    

 

 

GALLERIA D’ARTE CONTINI – CALLE LARGA XXII MARZO – VENICE 

MAY 1ST –NOVEMBER 30TH 2015 

 

The Contini Gallery of Art is pleased to present the exhibition “An Homage to Igor Mitoraj” to be held in its 

location at Calle Larga via XXII Marzo in Venice. 

 

Igor Mitoraj is the artist - who through the poetry of fragments - has brought back to life the fascination of 

classical art with its legendary and mythological heroes.   

The protagonists of Greek and  Roman mythology arrive to a Contemporary world  swathed, mutilated, 

acephalous, and fragmented; a fragmentation that is however far removed from the idea of being 

incomplete.  His Icarus, Icaria, Eros and Osiris are in fact intriguingly drenched with a profound timeless 

identity.  
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A skilled shaping of marble, bronze and stone transpires throughout his entire sculptural production ever 

since his discovery of marble quarries in Pietrasanta (Tuscany) in 1979. The reading of traditional classicism 

does not constitute a simple “return to the classics” which the artist  claims to distance himself from, being 

that his art renders him fully participant of a modernity that recognizes an irreparable separation from the 

past. In fact, he fuses the aesthetics of fragmentation with the formal disorder of a more visionary and 

illustrative Surrealism.  

He has always been influenced and fascinated by distant and diverse cultures – from Mexican Aztec art to 

the sublime world of Classic Greek art; Mitoraj created modern heroes with indecipherable fragments, the 

wrapped heads, iron-clad torsos, empty eye sockets and sleeping or cut-off heads. The presence of 

windows placed within a statuary bust seems to underline the existence of a bond, an indissoluble union 

between the past and the present. The hero of the antique world arrives mutilated to the present world, 

and represents the archetype of antiquity; he is a witness of the inescapable   passing of time and of that 

decadence of values and morality which often make him a “wrapped” hero.  

His entire production of sculptures  evokes  a subtle melancholy , inherent to its forms and patina that an 

attentive viewer would surely perceive, and he himself is involved in a show in which the artist is not 

looking for answers, but on the contrary, evokes continuous interrogatives.  

This exhibition, which will feature a refined historical production as well as his later productions in marble, 

bronzes embellished with colored patinas, renders homage to an artist who defined history by fusing the 

idea of restrained and classical equilibrium with a profound sense of inner being and spiritual serenity.  

Galleria d’Arte Contini 

Calle Larga, XXII marzo, 2288   

Venice, Italy 

 

 

Exhibition catalogue available.  

The exhibition will be open daily from May 1
st

 to November 30
th

 2015.  

Opening hours: 10:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. / 2:00.- 7:30 p.m.    

Inauguration will be held on Saturday, 16 May 2015  
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Biography 

 
Igor Mitoraj was born in 1944 in Oederan, State of  Saxony of  a Polish mother and a French father. He spent his 
youth in Poland near the city of  Kraków.  
 
After his studies at the artistic Lyceum in Bielsko-Biala, he enrolled in the art department of 
the Academy of  Fine Arts in Kraków, where he would follow the courses of  Tadeusz Kantor (1914-1990), a 
renowned painter, theater director and set designer.   
 
In 1968, under the advice of  Kantor, he left Poland for Paris, where he would enroll in the 
École Nationale Supérieure des Beaux-Arts. The widespread success of  his first important exhibition in 1976 held at 
the Galerie La Hune in Paris, urged him to dedicate his talents exclusively to sculpture. In that same period he 
was awarded the “Montrouge Prix de la Sculpture” and the French Minister of  Culture provided him with a studio at 
Montmartre. The following year, Mitoraj was invited to participate in the 42nd edition of  the International 
Biennale in Venice.  
In 1985 he began to collaborate with an important atelier in Pietrasanta and in 1989 Mitoraj for the first time, 
presented his works at the New York Academy of  Art. In the years to follow he would hold numerous solo 
exhibitions, receive invitations to exhibit in the most important  international museums and receive prestigious 
commissions for creating monumental sculptures in major cities amongst which were the British Museum, 
Canary Wharf  in London, Bamberg (Germany), La Défence in Paris, the Uffizi Galleries and the Boboli Gardens 
in Florence, Piazza del Carmine in Milan (location of  the Scala Theatre), continuing with Piazza Monte Grappa 
and Piazza Mignanelli (Rome) to The Olympic Museum in Lausanne Switzerland.   
In 1995 Mitoraj also began a collaboration with the Contini Gallery of  Art, located in Venice and Cortina d’ 
Ampezzo.  
In 2001, the President of  the Italian Republic bestowed on him the “Vittorio De Sica Award”. 
In the years between 2002 and 2006 he dedicated his time to set and costume designing for two Puccini operas,  
“Manon Lescaut” and “Tosca” staged during the Puccini Festival in the city of  Torre del Lago. In 2003 Mitoraj 
installed the monumental Dea Roma and the monumental doors of  Saint Mary of  the Angels and Martyrs Basilica 
(Rome).  
Igor Mitoraj is an honorary citizen of  Pietrasanta, Greve in Chianti and Massa Marittima.  
In 2007, the Academy of  Kraków bestowed on Mitoraj an honorary degree. 
 
In 2009 he completed the set design and costumes for Giuseppe Verdi’s “Aida” staged in Florence at the Boboli 
Gardens and the monumental bronze door for the Jesuit Church of  Warsaw.  
In 2010 the Salento  Faculty of  Cultural Heritage also bestowed on him an honorary degree in Archeology.  
.In 2011, the Temples Valley in Agrigento welcomed his monumental sculptures, a prestigious première for an 
archeological site to accommodate contemporary art. In the same year his works were exhibited at the Civic 
Museum of  Archeology in the town of  Sarteano.  
In 2012 Mitora’s works were exhibited in the city of  Ravello -  in the Chapel of  Villa Rufolo and in the Niemeyer 
Auditorium. That same year he was decorated with the Cross of  Merit from the Order of  the Rebirth of  Poland.  
In 2013 during the Centennial celebration of  the Arena of  Verona Foundation, the artist designed the set for the 
staging of  Giuseppe Verdi’s Requiem Mass.  
Nel 2014 per il 950° anniversario della fondazione della cattedrale di Pisa, le sue opere vengono esposte nella 

piazza del Duomo, all’interno del Palazzo dell’Opera del Duomo e del Museo delle Sinopie. Ancora una volta, 

Mitoraj porta l’arte contemporanea in un luogo in cui non si era mai affacciata. 

In 2014 on the occasion of  the 950th anniversary of  the laying of  the foundation stone for the Cathedral of  

Pisa, Mitoraj’s works were exhibited in the Piazza Duomo, inside the Palazzo of  the Opera and the Museum of  
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the Sinopie. Once again, Mitoraj brought contemporary art to a where it had never been before.   

In 2015 the city of  Pietrasanta honored his memory with an important exhibition; the Contini Gallery in Venice 

has given a tribute to the artist as well.  

Igor Mitoraj was deceased in Paris on October 6, 2014. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


