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FACT SHEET 

 Year: 2022 

Category: Outdoor sculpture installation      

Exhibition Dates: from April 7th to October 16th 

Inauguration: April 7th, 2022, at 11.30 am 

Location: 

Lago Sur Hemisfèric 

Lago Norte Hemisfèric 

Paso Cipreses 

Canal Cipreses 

Pasarela del Turia 

Paseo del Arte 

Testero oeste Museu 

Estimated visit duration: 45 min.  

Admission: Free Entrance

Languages: Valencian / Spanish / English     

Available materials: Exhibition Catalog

Web sources: 

https://www.igormitoraj.com/en 

Contini Art | Modern & Contemporary Art Gallery in Venice/Cortina d'Ampezzo (continiarte.com) 

 www.cac.es 

Curator of the exhibition: Kosme de Barañano

In Collaboration with: 

Contini Art Gallery - tel. +39 041 5230356 venezia@continiarte.com
Atelier Mitoraj 

https://www.igormitoraj.com/en
https://www.continiarte.com/
http://www.cac.es/
mailto:msansano@cac.es
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IMPLEMENTATION AND SUMMARY 

La Ciudad de las Artes y Ciencias (the City of Arts and Sciences) in Valencia will host an exhibition by Polish

artist Igor Mitoraj. The iconic architectural complex of the city represents one of the most important

educational institutions in the European scientific and cultural field. The splendid monumental sculptures will 

be on view from April 7th to October 16th, 2022; the exhibition combines science, nature and art harmoniously. 

The famous Polish sculptor draws his inspiration from the concept of 'crushed beauty'. His fragmented 

artworks echo archaeological findings from the classical Greco-Roman period, revisited through post-modern 

traits. His statues reveal the inescapable passage of time that rages on ancient sculptures, inexorably, leading

them to deterioration. Mitoraj loved selecting various materials for his monumental sculptures, such as 

marble, bronze and terracotta. The strong emotional impact arises from the juxtaposition of the sculptures 

with the surrounding natural scenery, particularly when it comes to the Mediterranean landscapes that the 

artist adored. 

The City of Arts and Sciences, Contini Art Gallery and Atelier Mitoraj are pleased to invite us to discover the 

outstanding art by Igor Mitoraj. The fifteen monumental bronze sculptures are located within the architectural 

complex designed by Santiago Calatrava. The statues are cleverly placed near the crystalline lakes of the 

Planetarium (Hèmisferic), the Opera House (Palau de las Artes), the northern part of the Río Turia, the Paseo 

del Arte, the western entrance to the Museum of Science (Museo Principe Felipe), and the Paso de Cipreses. 

DEVELOPMENT 

International sculptor Igor Mitoraj condenses many aspects of the 20th-century avant-garde sculpture into his 

artworks (i.e., the base integrated into the sculpture; the torso as an essential unit rather than as a fragment;

etc.). He also manages to use the inspiration from classical sculpture, derived from the Greco-Roman era and 

the Renaissance, integrating it with contemporary architecture harmoniously. In the City of Arts and 

Sciences in Valencia, viewers can observe how classical and modern traditions are combined within the artist's 

work. Renowned worldwide for his titanic bronze and marble sculptures, Mitoraj denounces the neglect and 

abandonment suffered by the masterpieces of antiquity, through lying male busts male busts, incomplete 

heads, and fragments of limbs.
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All his artworks remind us of history and mythology. His mythological 'giants', heirs to classical art, can be 

found in the most varied locations in the world: from the Parisian district of La Défense to the bronze doors of 

the Basilica of Santa Maria degli Angeli in Rome, where a splendid white marble Annunciation is held in the 

Vatican Museums. 

His style originates from the classical tradition, but with a touch of philosophical and material deconstruction. 

The ends are deliberately truncated, evoking what, in classical works, is the result of multiple vicissitudes 

undergone in the past. Mitoraj does not glorify the cult of the body as a muscular, athletic definition for its 

own sake, but proposes an idealism linked to materiality and the passage of time. 

 (Igor Mitoraj’s exhibition at CAC, article by Kosme de Barañano) 

BIOGRAPHY 

Igor Mitoraj was born in Germany and grew up in Poland and, following a long stay in Colombia and Mexico, 

he lived between France and Italy. 

He died on October 6th, 2014, in Paris, at the age of 70. 

After attending art high school in Bielsko-Biala, he studied painting at the Academy of Fine Arts in Krakow,

under the guidance of Tadeusz Kantor (1914-1990), a well-known painter, director, and theater designer.

In 1968, on Kantor's advice, he left Poland and moved to Paris, where he enrolled at the École Nationale des

Beaux Arts. 

Thanks to the great success of his first major solo exhibition in 1976 at Galerie La Hune in Paris, he focused on

sculpture exclusively. In the same period, he was awarded the Sculpture Prize in Montrouge. The French

Minister of Culture gave him a studio in Montmartre. The following year, he was invited to participate in the XLII

Venice Biennale. 

In 1987, he bought a large studio in Pietrasanta, and in 1989 he presented his works for the first time at the

New York Academy of Art. 

In the years that followed, he had numerous solo shows, and received invitations to exhibit in the most

important international museums. 
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He also received prestigious commissions for the creation of monumental sculptures in major cities, including

the British Museum and Canary Wharf in London; Bamberg, Krakow; in Paris, La Défense; in the Uffizi and the 

Boboli Gardens in Florence; in Piazza del Carmine and La Scala in Milan; in Rome, in Piazza Monte Grappa and 

Piazza Magnelli; and at the Olympic Museum in Lausanne. 

In 1995, he began working with the Contini Art Gallery in Venice and Cortina d'Ampezzo.

In 2001, the President of the Italian Republic awarded him the 'Vittorio De Sica Prize'. 

In 2002 and 2006, he worked on the sets and costumes for Giacomo Puccini's "Manon Lescaut" and

"Tosca" operas, performed at the Puccini Festival in Torre del Lago.

In Rome, in 2003, he installed the monumental Dea Roma, and in 2006 the monumental doors of the Basilica of

Santa Maria degli Angeli e dei Martiri.

Igor Mitoraj is an honorary citizen of the cities of Pietrasanta, Greve in Chianti, and Massa Marittima.

In 2007, he was awarded an honorary degree by the Academy of Krakow.

In 2009, he created the sets and costumes for Giuseppe Verdi's "Aida" at the Boboli Gardens in Florence, and the

monumental bronze door of the Jesuit Church in Warsaw. In 2010, the Faculty of Cultural Heritage in Salento

awarded him an honorary degree in archaeology. 

In 2011, the Valley of the Temples in Agrigento welcomes his monumental works. With this prestigious 

première, the archaeological site opened up to contemporary art. In the same year, he exhibited at the 

Archaeological Museum of Sarteano. 

In 2012, his works were exhibited in Ravello, in the Chapel of Villa Rufolo and in the Niemeyer Auditorium.

In the same year, he was awarded the Commander's Cross of the Order of the Polish Rebirth. 

In 2013, on the occasion of the centenary of the "Fondazione dell'Arena di Verona", he created the set design for 

Giuseppe Verdi's "Messa da Requiem". 

In 2014, on the occasion of the 950th anniversary of the foundation of Pisa Cathedral, his works were exhibited 

in the Piazza del Duomo, inside the Palazzo dell'Opera del Duomo and the Museo delle Sinopie. Once again, 

Mitoraj brings contemporary art to a place where it has never before been seen. 

In 2015, the city of Pietrasanta dedicated a major exhibition to him, as did the Contini Gallery in Venice. 

In 2016, a monumental exhibition at the Archaeological Site of Pompeii hosted the great sculptor's works.

In 2020, his works were on view in the evocative city of Noto, with its splendid cathedral and Piazza Armerina.

In 2021, he had the monumental exhibition in Holland thanks to the collaboration with the Museum of the

Hague, Beelden aan Zee. 

In 2022, two monumental sculptures will adorn the beach of Belvedere delle Maschere in Viareggio (LU).
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Mitoraj's skill was evident in his choice of the appropriate anatomical fragment to create incisive visual 

statements. 

"I feel that the fragment of an arm or a leg speaks much louder than a whole body," claimed the artist.

The reason why his works seem fragmented or even damaged derives from not only the desire to record the

deteriorating effects of time, but also the emphasis on how modern everyday life inflicts deep damage on the

soul, because of isolation and lack of interaction. Some of his blindfolded sculptures are a powerful metaphor

for everyday isolation and loneliness. 
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ARTWORKS 

The exhibition features 15 sculptures: 

1 
Ikaro Blu 
Year:  2013 
Material: Bronze 
Measurements: 
223 x 650 x 238 cm 
Weight: 1950 kg 

2 
Gambe Alate 
Year: 2002 
Material: Bronze 
Measurements: 
475 x 238 x 215 cm 
Weight: 1482 kg 
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3 
Tindaro Screpolato 
Year: 1997 
Material: Bronze 
Measurements: 
407 x 259 x 223 cm 
Weight: 3700 kg 

4 
Hermanos 
Year: 2010 
Material: Bronze 
Measurements: 
293 x 326 x 295 cm 
Weight: 2800 kg 
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5 
Bocca di Eros 
Year: 2007 
Material: Bronze 
Measurements: 
232 x 395 x 178 cm 
Weight: 1000 kg 

6 
Luci di Nara Pietrificata 
Year: 2014 
Material: Bronze 
Measurements: 
204 x 220 x 154 cm 
Weight: 806 kg 
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7 
Memorie 
Year: 2012 
Material: Bronze 
Measurements: 
224 x 248 x 250 cm 
Weights: 700 kg 

8 
Torso di ikaro 
Year: 2002 
Material: Bronze 
Measurements: 
220 x 298 x 162 cm 
Weight: 645 kg 
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9 
Eros bendato 
Year: 2002 
Material: Bronze 
Measurements: 
225 x 370 x 290 cm 
Weight: 1500 kg 

10 
Eros alato Screpolato 
Year: 2013 
Material: Bronze 
Measurements: 
231 x 175 x 118  
Weight: 1020 kg 
including the plate 
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11 
Dedalo 
Year: 2010 
Material: Bronze 
Measurements: 
586 x 240 x 173 cm 
Weight: 2730 kg 

12 
Ikaria 
Year: 1996 
Material: Bronze 
Measurements: 
373x 153x 111 cm 
 Weight: 636 kg 
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13 
Ikaro screpolato 
Year: 1998 
Material: Bronze 
Measurements: 
360 x 120 x 85 cm 
Weight: 700 kg 

14 
Ikaro alato 
Year: 2000 
Material: Bronze 
Measurements: 
360 x 152 x 120 cm 
Weight: 646 kg 
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15 
Ikaro 
Year: 1998 
Material: Bronze 
Measurements: 
360 x 120 x 85 cm 
Weight: 700 kg 
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Map: 
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